Education kit: French language supplement

(English translation)

PISSARRO:
a precursor

Camille Pissarro, letter to Lucien Pissarro, 26 July 1893

¢ \Where has Pissarro created these paintings? In a studio?
Outside?

e Pissarro used to say ‘| can only see spots’. Which one of
these five paintings best illustrates this quotation?

e |f you compare Banks of the Marne in winter and
Landscape in the vicinity of Louveciennes, which one gives
you an impression of movement?

® Do you know other painters of this time who have
renewed the way of painting?

e Observe the sky of each painting. What do they have in
common?

e Are they typical of the north or the south of France?

e Do you think the landscapes painted by Pissarro could be
used in tourist brochures?

e Could the people in these paintings appear on the cover
of magazines today?

¢ \Why has the artist painted them? In what way are they
interesting?

¢ \What stands out in Pissarro’s paintings? Is it the people
or the landscape?
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PISSARRO:
a witness of his time

® How do Pissarro’s paintings suggest a great exodus to
the city at the expense of the country?

* How do these paintings reflect the beginning of a new era?

e Can you name other artists who have portrayed changes
occurring in their own time?

e L ist writers who have documented changes of the late
19th century in their novels.

e | ist a few important changes in the way of life, during the
late 19th century? (transportation, science, medicine ...).

An old world is disappearing —

A new world is emerging.

e Observe the different painting techniques
e Observe the skies

e Observe the people

® Observe the subject matter
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Banks of the Marne
in winter 1866

oil on canvas, 91.8 x 160.2 cm
The Art Institute of Chicago

¢ \What are the main colours in this landscape?
dark bright

® \What geometrical forms can you notice?

¢ \When you see this painting, what feelings does it evoke?

chill happiness  threat
melancholy lightness  sadness
burden loneliness  warmth

¢ \What do the trees along the path remind you of?

e At a glance, can you see two people in this painting?
Can you imagine what they are talking about?

® Imagine you are one of them. What sounds do you hear?

¢ \Which of the following excerpts best describes this
painting?

When the low and heavy sky weighs like a lid ...
‘Spleen’, The flowers of evil, 1861, Baudelaire

The sky is above the roof / so blue, so calm! ...
Sagesse, 1881, Verlaine

e |f you were to rename this painting what would you
call it?

Landscape in the vicinity of
Louveciennes (Autumn) 1870

oil on canvas, 88.9 x 115.9 cm
The J Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, California

¢ \Which word best describes the atmosphere of the
painting?

radiant dull dark luminescent

¢ \What is the relationship between these two people?
¢ \What sounds can they hear? What can they smell?

¢ \What is the woman carrying? Name a few vegetables
that the woman could pick from the garden. (Don't forget
this garden is in France. Think of the season.)

¢ \What is the French word for ‘a garden of vegetables'?

¢ \Why has Pissarro painted a garden of vegetables and not
a garden of flowers? (Consider how people located and
collected their food). What does this painting tell you about
the way of life at that time?

® This woman is going to prepare a soup for supper.
Give an account of what she does between the moment
when she decides to prepare the soup and the moment
when she pours it in the bowls.

¢ This woman travels through time. She arrives in 2005.
Describe how she will prepare a soup today.



Factory near Pontoise 1873

oil on canvas, 45.7 x 54.6 cm
Museum of Fine Arts, Springfield, Massachusetts

e This building is ...

a castle a cathedral a factory

¢ Can you name the trees that have the same shape as
the ones in this picture?

¢ \Why are there clouds?
Is it going to rain?

Is there smoke?

e There is a river in the foreground. Do you know the name
of a river not far from Paris?

e How do you know that this picture represents the
beginning of industrialisation in France?

e Pissarro was criticised for painting factories instead of
well-known buildings such as cathedrals. Do you think that
it is interesting to look at a painting of a factory?

e Pissarro lived in Pontoise for ten years. On a map of
France (or the web site ‘mappy’), locate Pontoise. How far
is Pontoise from Paris?

¢ \What mode of transport could Pissarro take to go to Paris
at that time? Do you know a famous painting by Monet
which shows this new way of transport?

The little country maid 1882

oil on canvas, 63.5 x 53 cm
TATE

¢ In which room of the house are we?

¢ \What is this young woman doing?

e |f we were in the 21st century, what would she be using?
¢ |s she the child's mother? Her elder sister? A servant?

¢ Select the correct statements:

1. A. She has a bun.
B. She has short hair.

2. A. She wears a pair of blue jeans.
B. She is wearing a long apron.

3. A. She is wearing a striped shirt.
B. She is wearing a red shirt.

4. A. The child is drawing.
B. The child is eating.

5. A. There is a bottle on the table
B. There is a kettle on the table

¢ \While she is cleaning the house, what is the woman
thinking of? What is she dreaming of?

® Imagine that there is another person seated to the right
of the table (the part that you cannot see). Who is this
person? What is he/she saying to the child? To the young
woman?

® Imagine that you are this young woman. Write an
account of how you are going to spend the evening if you
were living in Pissarro’s time?



Peasants’ houses, Eragny 1887

oil on canvas, 59 x 71.7 cm
Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney

Boulevard Montmartre,
morning, cloudy weather 1897

oil on canvas, 73 x 92 cm
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

* \What are the main colours in this painting?

e Pissarro has painted this landscape in France

In the north?  In the south?

¢ \What is the technique used in this landscape:
bold brush strokes
dabs of colour

wavy strokes

¢ \What is the name of this school of painters?

® Do you know other painters who have painted
in this way?

e |n this painting, there is a person. Can you see him
or her at a glance?

® Select the identity of the figure in the painting.
Is ita man? A woman?

An elderly person? A young person?

e Can you suggest why Pissarro painted this figure
S0 we cannot see him or her at a glance?

¢ \Where is the person who is looking down the street?

® \What animals can you see in this street? What is the
purpose of having them in the painting?

® Are we in France or in Great Britain? Why?
What town could it be?

® You are sitting next to Pissarro as he paints the street.
You want to go for a walk.

Are you going to put on a coat?
Are you going to take an umbrella?

What season is it ?

¢ \What sounds can you hear? \What can you smell?

® Are people using pedestrian crossings?

¢ \What period does this picture represent?
17th century?
19th century?
21st century?

* \We are in 2005, you walk down the same street.
What can you hear? What can you smell? Are the women
dressed in the same way?



